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SUBJECT: CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION PARTIES PRESENT PROPOSALS 
FOR STRUCTURE NORTHERN IRELAND GOVERNMENT 

1 . PARTIES REPRESENTED IN CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, EXCEPT FOR 
NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR PARTY (NILP), SUBMITTED PROPOSALS EOR 
SHAPE FUTURE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT NORTHERN IRELAND SEPTEMBER 22 
AND 23. DEBATE ON PROPOSALS WILL BEGIN AT RESUMPTION 
CONVENTION OCTOBER 30. 

2. UNITED ULSTER UNIONIST COALITION (UUUC) STRESSES NORTHERN 
IRELAND INTEGRAL PART OF UNITED KINGDOM AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD BE SHAPED ON SAME BASES WITH INCREASED REPRESENTATION 

AT WESTMINSTER. PROPOSAL EEATURES ESTABLISHMENT UNICAMERAL 
PARLIAMENT TO BE ELECTED EVERY 5 YEARS WITH NO LESS THAN 78 
AND NO MORE THAN 100 MEMBERS, POWERS WILL BE SIMILAR TO 

THOSE GRANTED BY GOVERNMENT OE IRELAND ACT, 1920. EXECUTIVE 
TO BE BASED ON PRACTICES AND PRECEDENTS WESTMINSTER 
PARLIAMENT, WITH MAXIMUM 8 CABINET MINISTERS WHO, ALONG 
WITH OTHER MAJOR APPOINTEES MUST TAKE OATHS OF ALLEGIANCE 
TO HER MAJESTY AND TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND CONSTITUTION OF 
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NORTHERN IRELAND. EACH GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE 
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SUPERVISED BY A COMMITTEE OE 8 TO 10 MEMBERS, HALE EROM 
MAJORITY PARTY AND HALE EROM OPPOSITION. PROPOSAL 
ALSO SUGGESTS THAT, IE WESTMINSTER PARLIAMENT DOES NOT 
EXECUTE BILL OF RIGHTS, NORTHERN IRELAND SHOULD ENACT 
PROVINCIAL BILL OF RIGHTS. WESTMINSTER TO RETAIN 
RESPONSIBILITY EOR EOREIGN AEFAIRS. PROPOSAL 
SPECIEICALLY REJECTS IMPOSITION ANY INSTITUTIONALIZED 
ASSOCIATION WITH IRISH REPUBLIC BUT PROPOSES COMMON 
EEEORTS ON INDIVIDUAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WITH REPUBLIC. 

PROPOSAL ALSO OUTLINES EINANCIAL RELATIONSHIP IN EORMULA 
WHICH ON SURFACE SEEMS TO DECREASE ACTUAL AMOUNT NOW 
PROVIDED TO NORTHERN IRELAND IN BENESITS AND SUBSIDIES. 

PROPOSALS ALSO CALLS FOR ABOLITION POST OF SECRETARY 
OF STATE AND SUBSTITUTION IN LONDON OF POST SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR ALL DEVOLVED REGIONS, RETURN OF POST OF 
GOVERNOR AND ESTABLISHMENT REGIONAL PRIVY COUNCIL. 

3. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY (SDLP) 

CALLS FOR MAXIMUM DEVOLVED POWER TO NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY 
AND GOVERNMENT WITH SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR PARTICIPATION IN 
GOVERNMENT WITHIN PARAMETERS JULY 1974 WHITE PAPER AND 
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF STATE THAT BOTH COMMUNITIES 
NORTHERN IRELAND SHOULD SHARE POWER. PROPOSAL 
DEFINES DEVOLVED POWERS AS THOSE EXERCISED BY ASSEMBEY IN 

1973 ACT WITH ADDITION CONTROL OF POLICE. SDLP PLAN 
PROPOSES INCLUSION (A) INSTITUTIONS AGREED BETWEEN NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND REPUBLIC WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR MATTERS OF 
COMMON CONCERN IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC FIELD AND, (B) SECURITY 
AGREEMENT. LATTER 

TT ZE#ACTIVATED ON DECLARATION STATE OF 

EMERGENCY BY EITHER PARTY. SUPPORT FOR NEW INSTITUTIONS 

TO BE GIVEN BY REFERENDA IN "NORTH AND SOUTH." 

4. UNIONIST PARTY NORTHERN IRELAND (UPNI) CALLS FOR FULL 
DEVOLUTION WITH BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE ONE HOUSE TO BE 
COMPOSED OF REPRESENTATIVES LOCAL COUNCILS AND INTEREST 
GROUPS SUCH AS INDUSTRY AND TRADE UNION ORGANIZATIONS. 

PROPOSAL ALSO CALLS FOR COALITION GOVERNMENT AND 
ALL-PARTY COMMITTEE SYSTEM FOR EXAMINATION PROPOSED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BELFAS 00299 242054Z 

LEGISLATION. UPNI ALSO SPECIFIES SAME POWERS SHOULD BE 
DEVOLVED AS IN 1920 ACT AND SPECIAL FINANCIAL AGREEMENT 
TO ATTRACT AND MAINTAIN NEW INVESTMENT SHOULD EXIST SO LONG 
AS UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINS HIGHER IN THE NORTH. 

5. ALLIANCE PARTY SUBMITTED PROPOSALS SEPTEMBER 22. IT 
SUPPORTS CONCEPT ELECTED REGIONAL PARLIAMENT AND REGIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION. PARLIAMENT TO BE UNICAMERAL WITH 
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78 MEMBERS ELECTED BY SINGLE TRANSFERABLE VOTED 
BASED ON PRESENT WESTMINSTER CONSTITUENCIES. 

ALLIANCE CALLS FOR TEMPORARY COALITION GOVERNMENT AND 
PARTY OFFERS ABSTAIN TEMPORARILY FROM PARTICIPATION IF 
SDLP AND UUUC COULD AGREE ON POWER SHARING FOR IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. 

6. NEW AND LITTLE-KNOWN "ULSTER DOMINION GROUP" 

REPRESENTED BY BREAKAWAY UNIONIST PROFESSOR KENNEDY LINDSAY 
PROPOSED THAT ULSTER SHOULD BE SELF-GOVERNING DOMINION WITHIN 
COMMONWEALTH WITH QUEEN AS MONARCH AND GOVERNOR GENERAL 
RESIDENT IN COUNTRY. 

7. NILP DID NOT PUBLISH PROPOSALS BUT DAVID BLEAKLEY, 

SOLE CONVENTION REPRESENTATIVE, OUTLINED HE RECOMMENDING 
VOLUNTARY 

POWER SHARING WITH SYSTEM PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 
WHOSE CHAIRMEN SHOULD FORM CABINET, BLEAKLEY ALSO CALLED 
FOR IMMEDIATE COALITION GOVERNMENT TO DEAL WITH CURRENT 
CRISES INCLUDING THE ECONOMIC. 

8. COMMENT: ALL PARTIES AGREE ON NEED FOR DEVOLVED 
GOVERNMENT AND ON VERY LITTLE ELSE. UUUC PROPOSALS FOR 
COMMITTEE SYSTEM AND BILL OF RIGHTS ARE NEW. 

UUUC ELECTION MANIFESTO PARTICULARLY INSISTENCE ON 
TREATMENT ULSTER AS ANY OTHER REGION UNITED KINGDOM RETAINED. 
SDLP INSISTENCE ON INSTITUTIONALIZED POWER SHARING AND 
IRISH DIMENSION ALSO CONSISTENT WITH MANIFESTO. ON PAPER 
IT SEEMS LITTLE POLITICAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. HOWEVER, 
THERE PERSISTENT IMPRESSION THAT THERE HAVE BEEN CHANGES 
IN ATTITUDES, HOWEVER SLIGHT, DURING CONVENTION EXPERIENCE. 

THE EXTENT OR EVEN REALITY OF THESE CHANGES MAY EMERGE IN 
THE FORTHCOMING DEBATE ON THE PROPOSALS AND IN SUBSTANCE 
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OF THE OFFICIAL REPORT TO WESTMINSTER PARLIAMENT. 

SPICER 

NOTE BY OC/T: # AS RECEIVED. 
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